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Field of the Invention This invention relates to a rear axle assembly for use in four-wheeled automotive vehicles, and more particularly to a rear axle assembly of the type including an axle tube having a tubular internal bore. 2. Description of the Related Art One conventional rear axle assembly of the above-

mentioned type is shown in FIG. 8 of the accompanying drawings. Referring to the drawing, an axle tube 50 is formed from a steel pipe 50a by press-forming. In order to facilitate mounting of wheel suspensions on both sides of the axle tube 50, the axle tube 50 is bent at its both ends in a manner to form quarter
plates 51, which are bent to have offset lengths. The quarter plates 51 are welded to the ends of the axle tube 50. An offset portion 50b formed between the quarter plates 51 and the axle tube 50 is filled with a rubber-based material. The ends of the axle tube 50 are closed by quarter plates 52, which are assembled
together with spacers 53 so as to define a fluid chamber 54. Each of the quarter plates 52, 53 is formed in a U-shape for keeping the thickness thereof. The rubber-based material disposed in the offset portion 50b forms a retainer rubber 55. The retainer rubber 55 extends along the peripheral surface of each of the
quarter plates 51 for keeping the spacers 53 in a spaced relationship with each other. As clearly seen from FIG. 8, the retainer rubber 55 is disposed at an end of each of the quarter plates 51 and only partially wraps the axle tube 50. In operation of the conventional rear axle assembly, it is likely that the ends of the

axle tube 50 are brought into contact with a vehicle body frame, and that a vibration or a relative displacement takes place between the axle tube 50 and the vehicle body frame under vibrations. In this case, the axle tube 50 is subjected to a stress, which tends to cause a crack. The conventional rear
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